THE ADVENTURES 
OF PRATAPAN 


The Adventures of Pratapan is adapted from Pratapa Mudaliar 
Charitram, the first novel to be written in Tamil. Till that time, Tamil 
literature consisted only of poetry. 


Written in 1879 by Mayuram Vedanayakam Pillai, the story begins 
with the hero, Pratapan, being completely in love with Jnanam, a 
woman of great beauty and strength of will, Jnanam returns his 
feelings. А юрид their happiness із marred Бу the constant 
bickering of their fathers.The couple is separated and one day, Jnanam 
goes missing 

Vedanayakam Pillai, influenced by the ideas of women’s liberation and 
secularism, has created a strong female character in Jnanam. 
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The Adventures of 
PRATAPAN 


- nyc rod + 
KANAKACHALA MUDAUAR WAS А PRABHU OF 
SATYAPURI. HIS ONLY SON PRATAPAN WAS IN LOVE 

WITH JNANAM, THE ONLY DAUGHTER OF HIS 

MATERNAL UNCLE SAMBANDA MUDALIAR, ANOTHER 

PRABHU. 


A РОФЕ 
A IN BLOOM, 
YOUR FACE 15 SOON WITHERS 
AS LOVELY AS _ AWAY 
THIS ROSE, 
JNANAM. 


50 WILL THE б YOUR FACE WILL 
BEAUTY 40U EVER REMAIN 
LOVELY ... LIKE 
THE MOON. 


* LANDLORD 
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THE MOON ONLY 

REFLECTS THE 
LIGHT IT 

RECEIVES FROM 
THE SUN. 


YOU MUST MAKE 
15 UNCHANGING, 
EVER- LASTING ANO 
WITHOUT ANY FLAW, THE 
EOE OUR 
ION. NO 

MORTAL FU 

“- MPERFECTIONS. 


JNANAM! 


BEAUTY, INTELLIGENCE 
AND HUMILITY ! WHAT 
A RARE COMBINATION! Mon 
HOW CAN | HELP а 
BUT LOVE «Qu, 
JNANAM, 


LATER, PRATAPAN HELPED A MUCH SHAKEN 
УМАМАМ TO GET DOWN. | I 


74796 5 
Lh ky 
2929 Z 


JNANAM ! РИН! PUN FOP 
THE MANDAPAM. 


ҒОР А МОМЕНТ 
| THOUGHT... 
| THOUGHT IT 


АМАН CHITRA КАТНА 


SAMBANDAM , 
1 WOULD LIKE TO 
MAKE YOUR JNANAM 
МЧ DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, 


NO PROPOSAL CouLD 
HAVE BEEN MORE 
WELCOME, 

KANAKACHALAM. 


WHERE WILL THE 
YOUNG COUPLE 
STAG 


EVEN А COWHERD WILL NOT STAY 
D IN Hr 
FATHER -IN-LAW 5 HOUSE. THEN WHERE 
„19 THE QUESTION OF THE SON OF A 
4а PRABHU DOING 
50? 


AY 


JUST A 


MINUTE, 
KANAKACHALAM! 


WHAT А SILLY 
QUESTION, 
ЗАМВАМОАМ | 
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see WHEN MY ( YOUR GPANDFRTMER! 
GRANDFATHER | WRSN'T HE THE 
was ALVE. / \ SON OF A 


эн E! . BARBER? 


YOUR FAMILY ACQUIRED 
THE TITLE OF PRABHU 
ONLY DURING YOUR 
FATHER’S TIME. МЧ 
FAMILY ACQUIRED 


HO ! 
00 VARE oU THEN AN BLDERUI PRABHU 57000 ир IN 2721 
GRANDSON ОҒ ) < P 


| NOW, NOW, EVEN COMMONERS \ 
WOULD NOT SPEAK LIKE THAT ) 


AND ЧОЦ CLAIM TO BE / 
PRABHUS! ! 

S ері, : US! РАН _ <S 

SN. mE 


7 сы: 
/ т\с ACCEPT Эл 
| А FROG FOR ^ | 


22-47 DAUGHTER-IN-LAW. | 


> х BUT NOT YOUR 
ад. секс. 


“Эрэ: 


| AND THAT WAS THE END OF THE 
ENGAGEMENT CEREMONY. 
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PRATAPAN WAS HEARTBROKEN. FOR A WHILE НЕ 

WONDERED WHAT НЕ SHOULD DO. AT LAST HE 

DEDDED THAT THERE WAS ONLY ONE WAY 
ят | 


THE TWO OF US 
WILL RUN AWAY 
FROM HOME 
GET MARRIED 


( SHE WILL 


a our 
PARENTS со мот 
РЕЗРЕСТ OUR WISHES, 

WE АРЕ FREE TO | 


BUT JNANAM HAD HER OWN НЕР ОН 
THE MATTER. 


WHAT “OU SUGGEST 
GOES AGAINST MY GRAIN 

1 WILL NOT MARRY 
ANYONE WITHOUT MY 
PARENTS’ CONSENT. 


50 JNANAM 
WON’T MARRY 
ANYONE ELSE. 

BUT WILL SHE ЕУЕР 
BE ALLOWED 
TO MARRY МЕ? 
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А FEW MONTHS AFTER PRATAPAN ASKED ММ: А FEW WEEKS LATER- 
THAT QUESTION, SAMBANDA MUDALIAR LEFT L/ 
SATYAPUR! WITH MIS FAMILY ON A VISIT TO HIS ( ян, SNANAM зе BACK! BUT то 
WHAT PURPOSE? THAT GHE 15 
50 NEAR AND ЧЕТ 80 FAR 
ONLY SHARPENG МЧ PAIN 


мше 19 HER | WHERE 15 JNANAM? 1 | 
PALANQUIN А WHERE |Ә HER 
PALANQUIN ? < 
= » 


WHAT IS THE SIR, EVERYBODY HAS COME BACK 
MATTER? ) EXCEPT JNANAM. HER PALANQUIN 4 
® NOT TO BE JK ф---- 
SEEN ( 3 MISSING 
1 ОН,бор! / 
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WHO 15 BEHIND 
THIS ? TELL US 
ALL, IF ЧОЦ VALUE 
YOUR UFE 


BEFORE HE COULD FINISH, THE MEN CAME [вит PRATAPAN WAS ALERT. | 
BEFORE НЕ COULD 7 BUT PRATAPAN WAS ALERT. 
~ >. š 


THAT RASCAL WHO WANTED T2 
MARRY MY PRECIOUS 
5 DAUGHTER! 


WE ARE THE 
SERVANTS OF THE 
CHIEF PRABHU 
OF POONGAVOOR 


SINCE чоц DID NOT 
ACKNOWLEDGE ANY OF 
HIS LETTERS, HE 
ASKED US TO 


ІТ WAS FOUR O'CLOCK iN THE \ 
MORNING. SOME MEN TOLD ME ) 
THAT (AY PRLANGUIN WAS 
READY AND ! COULD GET 
INTO IT. 1GQT Ih 


/ 
7 
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| THOUGHT THEY WERE 
OUR MEN.BUT | SOON 
DISCOVERED THAT | 
WAS BEING 
ABDUCTED. 


THEN 1 МЕТ THIS KIND LADY 
WHO TOOK МЕ INTO НЕР 
CART. BUT THEY FOLLOWED > 
US AND... Xt 


РРАТАРАН 


6 
1 АМ УЕРЧ ыран 


\ DUTY, UNCLE 


Ў HOWEVER, 
1 MANAGED TO 
ESCAPE WHEN 
THE MEN WERE 


д; 


1 
7 


N 


\ 
ке 


N 
қ \ 
Ё N 
< 2771 N NU 
— - 
«<. SURROUNDED OUR 
CART WHEN , LUCKILY, 
PRATAPAN CAME 
AND SAVED US 
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PRATAPAN, YOU AND NONE 
ELSE SHALL MARRY JNANAM 
VLL SPEAK ТО ЧОЦР 

FATHER 


RES OF PRATAPAN 


LET THE COUPLE STAY 


AT YOUR HOUSE FOR SIs 


SAMBANDAM, 40U š mme AND AT MINE 


HAVE ONLY ONE DAUGHTER, 
AND | ONLY ONE 
SON 


чоц 


АРЕ 


ШИ» an (1 


ND SO PRATAPAN AND JNANAM WERE MARRIED | Я 


ONE ОҒ THE GUESTS AT THE WEDDING WAS 
PRATAPAN'S CHILDHOOD FRIEND, KANBKAGABHRI, 
THE SON OF DEVARAJA Ditt Al OF ADIYOOR 


” КАМАКАН, 
1 AM SO HAPPY, 
чои COULD 


NOW YOU WILL GOON HAYE 


» TO VISIT вочоов TO 
ATTEND YOUR FRIEND'S 
WEDDING 
اس‎ 


WE WILL CE 


42 


РТАІМОЧ 
ME, 


со 


a D$ 
KANAKAN AND DEVARAJAN RETURNED TO ярчаар 


| 
| л 


THE YOUNG COUPLE UVED HAPPILY AT SAMBANDAM’S HOUSE. FIVE MONTHS LATER— 


HOME. | CAN'T WAIT FOR 
THE MONTH TO GET 
OVER 


1 САМ?Т BEAR TO LIVE 
IN А HOUSE WHERE 
ТНЕРЕ 19 NO 

CHILD 


WITH мч 
\ GRANDCHILD > 


JUST ONE MORE MONTH AND MY 
SON AND JNANAM WILL COME 
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KANAKACHALAM, | 
HAVE BEEN 
THINKING ABOUT 


WHEN JNANAM IS DELIVERED 
OF HER CHILD,! WOULD 


SAMBANDAM, 
WHAT ABOUT 


! WILL NOT EVEN IF YOU ОО 

por tia Д | WON'T ТАКЕ 
6i НЕР In 

Tó MOLIS INTO мч 


HOUSE! 
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WHO 15 DEARER Y 

TO МОТНЕР — 
ЧОЦ ОР HER 
FATHER? 


THEY MADE UFE MISERABLE FOR THE YOUNG 

COUPLE. 

Ad WHO 15 DEARER TO ч0и— 

YOUR HUSBAND OR Your 
FATHER? 


y 


NS 


AUN 
Ñ 


THAT 15 NO ANSWER TO MY 
QUESTION. 15 IT YOUR 
HUSBAND OR чоир 


AT PRATADAN'S Mouse — i= 


YES, TELL ME.WHOM DO 
YOU VALUE MORE — 

ЧОЧР WIFE OR YOUR 
РАТНЕР P 


DISGUSTED WITH THE SENSELESS QUARREL, THE YOUNG COUPLE RAN AWAY ONE NIGHT... 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА | 


WELCOME , МЧ 
CHILDREN 4 


77 WAS РЕУАРАЛА PILLAI, FATHER OF 
PRATAPAN’S FRIEND, KANAKASABHAI. 


WHEN PRATAPAN EXPLAINED WHY THEY HAD 
TO RUN AWAY — 


—— 
( YOUR PARENTS ARE FRANTIC. 
1 HAVE. RECEIVED MESSAGES 
FROM THEM 
< 


WHAT А PITY ! WHILE 
| FEEL VERY SORRY 
FOR THEM.. 


Е COME IN TIME 
d AM N FOR мч 
PLEASED THAT WEDDING 
“Ou CHOSE то 
COME НЕРЕ 5, 


DEVARAJA PULAI INFORMED PRATAPAM'S 
PARENTS THAT THEIR CHILDREN WERE SAFE 
AND HAPPY. 
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A WE'LL 

HAVE TO WAIT FOR 
A WHILE. KANAKAN 
SAID HE WOULD 
JOIN US HERE 


KII = 


PRATAPAN HIT THE TIGER BUT WIS 
ELEPHANT RAN AMUCK. =s 
чета — 4 


15 CONTD. ON PAGE NO. 19 
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THE ELEPHANT PAN AMUCK FOR THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS. AM 
THEN IN HIS FRENZY. ., | 27 


PRATAPAN HOWEVER HUNG SOME ROCKS 
AND HAULED HIMSELF UP. = 
1 = : 1 Ч М 4 | 
WEITEM / \ à И 
TA C h 


7 THE MAHABHARATA % = | M 
!! 


AM 2. oc 


^. AND LUMBERED AWAY. 


3 5 ) 
9 COLLECTOR'S EDITION | DARRI | 
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Ире FEE RITA NE OPI v cre n 


THAT WAS 
CLOSE! 115 
AMAZING, | AM 
STILL ALIVE! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


VD BETTER 
MAKE МЧ 

WAY THERE 
BEFORE IT 
GETS DARK. 
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AS HE ENTERED THE TOWN— 7 >. чат 
Ан! % 144 2 AD Й мазе A рар Y `W 
A COBBLER! \ З H i OF SUPPERS. AJ 
АЧ. ! | % 2 
ы БАЯ Л! Bi 
— Ud 77-33 Y 
D ж”. 4 "Аа ( 2222 е 1 Бе 10 M Е 


WiLL YOU SELL MF THAT 
PAIR ? ! WILL GIVE 
чоц A PRICE THAT 


WILL MAKE Чой 4 
< 


22 Нара | = 

/ WHAT! JUST d 2 у, ZA 
ONE RUPEE?” P 

Li 


| 


1 AM мот AT ALL Ж ДА 
We 


* ARUPEE IN THOSE DAYS COULD BUY SEVERAL PAIRS OF SUPPERS 


АМАН CHITRA KATHA 


NO. I WON'T, | 
WON'T ALLOW чоц 
TO GO EITHER 

TILL YOU MAKE 

ME HAPPY. 


THE COBBLER TOOK PRATAPAN TO COURT. THE JUDGE 


HEARO THE CASE. 
DID YOu TELL THE 


COBBLER THAT You 
WOULD MAKE HIM 


ANSWER MY 
QUESTION. DID 
ЧОЧ MAKE 
SUCH A 
PROMISE ? 


THEN ЧОЦ АРЕ GUILTY 
OF BREAKING 
A PROMISE. 
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ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF 
THE LAND YOU MUST MAKE 
THE GOOD COBBLER 

НАРРЧ BY DAYBREAK 
OR ELSE... 


| РАЧВЯЕАК., 
TOMORROW... 
HA! THE DAY... 
OF THE... 

нм-м-м... 


“OU HAVE MADE AN HONEST 
MAN SUFFER. THE SUN SHALL 
NEVER RISE IN YOUR 


HOW рАРЕ ЧОИ THREATEN uS! 
TOMOPFOW АТ DAYBREAK 
ЧОЦ SHALL DIE 


lend 
— DAY BREAKS. 


SIR, WHAT 
ИС? 15 THIS * 
WHO 15 THE 


АМАН CHITRA KATHA 


CORRUPT MEN HAVE TAKEN 
OVER THE KINGDOM. THOSE 
WHO PROTEST ARE 
THROWN INTO PRISON, 


сир KING DIED TWO YEARS Y 
AGO LEAVING A DAUGHTER 
BEHIND - SINCE THEN 
THE KINGDOM 15 
WITHOUT A KING. 


ALL THAT WILL END 
TOMORROW WHEN THE 
SUN REFUSES TO RISE. 

чой WILL GEE 

BETTER DAYS 


PRATAPAN SPOKE WITH SUCH CONFID. 


ENCE BECAUSE HE KNEW THERE WAS 60ING TO BE A TOTAL 
ECUPSE OF THE SUN THE NEXT DAJ, STARTING EVEN BEFORE DAWN. 


STRANGE! THE 
SUN HAS NOT 


ЧЕТ RIGEN. Он, бор! 


THE STRANGER'S 

CURSE HAS COME TRUE. 

НЕ MUST ВЕ Я YOGI. WE 
MUST SEEK HIS 
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THE CITIZENS WAITED РЕУЕВЕНТЕЧ 


LED BY AN ELDERLY MAN, THE CITIZENS CAME 
TO THE PRISON. — (| — E 
о YOGI, PLEASE HAVE MERCY 


ON US. PLEASE REVOKE 
ЧОШР CURSE. 


IT'S TIME FOR 
THE ECLIPSE TO 
CONCLUDE. 


\ | THE Sun AAS Y 
/ APPEARED! we 
ARE FORGIVEN. / 


J SIR, WE MUST HAVE A KING 
WE HAVE DECIDED TO LET 
THE ROYAL ELEPHANT 

LOOSE WITH A 
GARLAND. 


THE ONE THE ELEPHANT 
GARLANDS, WILL BE 
OUR KING 


бір, THE ROYAL 
ELEPHANT HAS GIVEN 
US А KING. i HAVE 


ТАМ SURE | HAVE SEEN 
THIS MAN BEFORE. NOW 
WHERE COULD | HAVE SEEN 


1 АМ SORRY, 

MAHARAJ. ВИТ THERE f 

18 A САВЕ AGAINST Д 
HIM, < 
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THE COBBLER THEN STEPPED FORWARD. 


HE HAS STOLEN 

MY HAPPINESS. 

1 WANT JUSTICE, 
MAHARAJ? 


MAHARAJ, THIS MAN HAS N 
STOLEN MY HAPPINESS, 
1 SOLD HIM А PAIR ОҒ 


SLIPPERS. IN RETURN НЕ 
PROMISED TO MAKE ME 


HAPPY, BUT HE FAILED ТО 
KEEP HIS WORD. 


YOU SHALL 
HAVE ІТ FIGHT 


ARE ЧОЧ HAPPY THAT | AM ) 


YOUR NEW KING? 
4E- YES, MAHARAJ 
rx 
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AN OLD 
TMAT NIGHT #9 PRATAPAN SLEPT FITFULLY IN 
СНОШТЕЧ, HE FELT A SOFT HAND TOUCH HIS 
FOREHEAD. с 


НЕ BROUGHT МЕ TO THE 
MOUNTAIN WHEPE | SAW 1 DISGUISED MYSELF 
TORN CLOTHES AND AS А MAN AND FOLLOWED 
FOOTPRINTS THE FOOTPRINTS 


WHICH BROUGHT ME 
TO VIKRAMAPURI, 
ха Ey 


ARE YOU SURE ? | | | ному DID чой COME 
TAKE ONE GOOD ` HERE ? HOW DID чош 
LOOK АТ МЕ МЕ үл! ВЕСОМЕ ТНЕ КІМб? 


ТНЕМ САМЕ`ТНЕ 

РОЧАЕ ELEPHANT ВЕСАМЕ THE KING 

WHICH GARLANED OF VIKPAMRPUPI. 
ME. | 


WHEN 4/QUP ELEPHANT LAN aN: 1 GOT ONTO НІМ AND NOW THAT | HAYE NO DEAR! KNOWING 


FOUND 4900, WE SHALL ALL THAT WE DO, МЕ 
RETURN TO OUR CANNOT LEAVE 
VILLAGE. VIFRAMAPURI 
WITHOUT SETTUNG 
116 AFFAIRS 


CAME BACK WITHOUT 2 URGED НІМ TO ТАКЕ 
40u, | WAS 1 МЕ TO ЧОЦ 
WORRIED. š 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


THE NEXT DAY, ІМ THE COUPT— 


ЗОЛ 
ї | 


ОНАН 


WANAM ТООК A PERSONAL INTEREST IN THE 
EDUCATION оғ ANANDI, THE DAUGHTER OF THE 


ATE KING. 


30 


1 INTRODUCE TO THE COURT 
TODAY, MY NEW CHIEF 


JNANAM AND PRATAPAN TOOK MEASURES TO IMPROVE THE LIVING CONDITIONS OF THE PEOPLE. 


MINISTER, PRATAPAN. 


THE 906! ? AN 
EXCEULENT CHOICE! 


ONE DAY JNANAM SENT FOR THE COURTIERS - 
N 


PRINCESS ANANDI 15 NOW 
QUITE CAPABLE OF RULING 
THE COUNTRY. 


THE ADVENTURES OF PRATAPAN 


7 » = нь? 
WHY DON’T 404 ` ] 
| MARRY ANANDI? ) 


ES. | MAREM k. 


ANANDI? МЕ? 


| WANT TO HAND 
OVER THE THRONE 
TO HER AND 

RETURN TONY 
OWN LAND- 


DON'T \ 
LEAVE US, 
MAHARAJA 


— 


W-WE CAN’T STAY 
IN VIKRAMAPURI ANY 
LONGER. LET ИЗ 


о 
a 
T 


e 


7 


WE SHOULD 
LEAVE TONIGHT 
"SELF 


THAT NIGHT JNANAM WROTE А LETTER TO ANANDI, 
REVEALING HER (МОЕнптч.., 


— 


ІМ THE DAPKNESS ОР THE 
NIGHT, ЧМАНАМ AND PRATAPAN 
(EFT. VIKRAMAPUR!.. 
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AND А WEEK LATER, REACHED SRTVAPURI, 


^ 


THE FOLLOWING DAY JNANAM HAD b VISITOR. 


ЧОЧ ARE LIKE МЧ SISTER. | HAVE 
NEITHER A FATHER NOR A 
MOTHER. PLEASE COME AND 
BLESS МЕ ON М4 CORONATION 
DAY. 


roo 
PRATAPAN AND JNANAM REACHED VIKRAMAPURI FOR TH 
УУЭМАМ CROWNED ANANDI QUEEN OF (70277) Е CORONATION. M OF o4 
YE И oue BLESSINGS 
AND GOOD 
WISHES, МЧ 


DEAR GIRL. 
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